OSHO
SPEAKS ON

RELATIONSHIPS
Relating is one thing, relationship quite another.
Relating does not take you into any bondage;
relationship is a bondage. Love people, but don't
be jealous, don't be possessive. Relate with as
many people as possible, but remain free and let
them also be free of you. Don't try to dominate
and don't allow anybody to dominate you either.
- Ah! This
When you are happy alone, when you can live
with yourself, there is no intrinsic necessity to
be in relationship. That does not mean that you
will not relate. But to relate is one thing, and to
be in relationship is quite another. Relationship
is a kind of bondage, relating is sharing. You
will relate with many people, you will share
your joy with many people, but you will not
depend on anyone in particular and you will not
allow anybody else to depend on you. You will
not be dependent, and you will not allow
anybody to be dependent on you. Then you live
out of freedom, out of joy, out of love.
- Be Still and Know
Love is a basic need, as basic as freedom, so both
have to be fulfilled. And a man who is full of
love and free is the most beautiful phenomenon
in the world. And when two persons of such
beauty meet, their relationship is not a
relationship at all. It is a relating. It is a
constant, riverlike flow. It is continuously
growing towards greater heights.
- I Am That

And then people go on relating with others, but
because they are both lonely, relationship is not
possible; relationship cannot grow out of need.
Relationship grows only out of overflowing
energies, never out of needs.
- The Fish in the Sea is not Thirsty
My vision of a real humanity is of pure
individuals -- relating to each other but not tied
in any relationship; loving to each other but not
being possessive of each other; sharing with each
other all their joys and all their blessings, but
never even in their dreams thinking of
dominating, thinking of enslaving the other
person... a world consisting not of families, not of
nations, not of races, but only of individuals.
- The Razor's Edge
Relationship is a thing: you cling to it. Relating
is a flow, a movement, a process. You meet a
person, you are loving, because you have so much
love to give -- and the more you give, the more
you have. Once you have understood this strange
arithmetic of love: that the more you give, the
more you have.... This is just against the
economic laws that operate in the outside world.
Once you have known that, if you want to have
more love and more joy, you give and share, then
you simply share. And whoever allows you to
share your joy with him or with her, you feel
grateful to him or her. But it is not a relationship;
it is a river-like flow.
- The Dhammapada: The Way of the Buddha,

